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MESSAGE FROM THE CHRTER REPRESENTATIVE

Ras Al Khaimah Chapter . - -
Anna Bailey Welcome to the 20098 2010 academic year! We hope it is a fulfilling

Ras Al Khaimah Representative and successful year for you and your students. The RAK Chapter is lopk-
ing forward to an active year. We hope to see the return of members
who have been with us for many years, as well as new members at
events scheduled throughout the academic year. Please see the schedule of RAK events at the end of this
INSIDE THIS ISSUE: article and check the TESOL Arabia website regularly for other chapter events:( ).

TESOL Arabia members are welcome to attend events at any chapter without paying, please remember to

bring your TESOL Arabia membership card with you!
MESSAGE FROM CHR- |1
TER REPRESENTATIVE Please consider contributing your ideas, energy and expertise to future events, or toRAK Report our
newsletter. This newsletter is sent out to members and colleagues in RAK. It is filled with information and
RAK TESOL DATES 1 articles designed to keep you up to date on issues and activities in the field. We are always looking for
contributors from RAK, the UAE or abroad! It is available online on the TESOL Arabia wehsitg
CALL FOR PAPERS 3
Special thanks go out to Darcy Harris, who was editor of tRAK Reportfrom January 2006. We will miss
HOT POTATOS 5 her great contribution to the RAK Chapter of TESOL Arabia and to the RAK community. We welcome|Chris-
tine Jones as the new Editor of thRAK ReportShe can be contacted at £ The 20096
PERSONALIZING ENG- |g 2010 RAK Chapter Committee has been formed and the following members are §
LISH volunteering their time: :
TEACHING LINKS . .
10 I Anna Bailey (Representative)
J—— 11 91 Jerilyn Lang (Treasurer)
' Robin Manson (Secretary)
PROFESSIONAL 12 9 Christine Jones (EditorRAK Repor} .
DEVELOPMENT We hope to see you at our events! Seen around Ras Al Khaimah
II\EAIEISTSOARGE FROM THE |16 CHAPTER EVENTS 20092010
Month Date Activity Venue
CONTACT October 2009 | Saturday 31 Octobef Workshops organized by: RAK
NEORMATIGN: 9:00 6 1:00 Y RAK Chapter Mends Clol |

YChapter Representative: Anna ﬂ Leadership SIG

Bailey November Monday 23 Novem- | Workshop organized by: RAK
abailey@hct.ac.ae 2009 ber RAK Chapter Mends Clol |
fSecretary: Robin Manson 4:00 6 6:00
rmanson@hct.ac.ae February Saturday 13 Febru- | Workshops organized by: RAK
fITreasurer: Jeri Lang 2010 a_ry ) f RAK Chapter Mends Clol |
h 9:00 6 1:00
jlang@hct.ac.ae 1 ITSIG
fINewsletter Editor: Christine April Saturday 10 April | Workshops organized by: RAK
iPrcs 2010 9:00 6 1:00  RAK Chapter Mends Clol |
cjones@hct.ac.ae 9 Learner Independence SIG
May Tuesday 4 May Workshop organized by: RAK
2010 4:00 ¢ 6:00 RAK Chapter Mends Clol |

See the TESOL Arabia for more information on TESOL Arabia Events and Activities


http://www.tesolarabia.org
http://tesolarabia.org/chapters/rak
http://tesolarabia.org/chapters/rak
mailto:cjones@hct.ac.ae
http://www.tesolarabia.org/
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TESOL CALL FOR PAPER

Call for Papers
DEADLINE FOR RECEIPT OF PROPOSALS : November 15th, 2009

TESOL Arabia welcomes proposals to present at its 2010 International Conference. Please read what inf
mation is required before beginning the submission process. Provided you have already prepared an ab-
stract and summary for your proposal and have a personal biography prepared, the submission process
should take less than 10 minutes.

When submitting your proposal, your proposal should fit into one of the following categories:

Applied Linguistics Content and Language Integrated Learning (CLIL)
Critical Issues in the Profession Curriculum / Materials Development
EAP / ContenBased Instruction Sociolinguistics / Culture

Learner Independence Listening / Speaking
Teacher Development Writing Leadership
Testing / Assessment Vocabulary

Young Learners Reading Research

ESP CALL Grammar

Presenters MUST BE MEMBERS of TESOL Arabia at the time of the conference and MUSRERERETER fo
the Conference.

For information please visit http://www.tesolarabia.org/conference/proposals/

LEADERSHIP & MANAGEMENT SIG

Join the newly created TESOL Arabia Leadership and Management SIG at the
first official event Saturday, Octo
event is a joint event with the RAK Chapter and will feature a number of preser
tions on developing your leadership and management skills.

VOLUNTEER FOR THE RAK CHAPTER
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The RAK Chapter of TESOL Arabia is currently looking for vokeommunity!
unteers.

We need:
Presenters year:

Registrars at events 91 Jeri Langd Treasurer

1 Robin Mansond Secretary

Someone to sell TESOL Arabia publications at events 1 Christine Jones RAK Report Editor
Contributors to the RAK Report Anna Bailey
. RAK Representative
Anything else you may want to do to help out! TESOL Arabia

abailey@hct.ac.ae

This is a great opportunity to get to know educators in the

Please let me know if you would like to help out in any way.

Thanks to the following who have already volunteered for this

0
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Call For Papers & Conferences

Conferences:
Antalya , Turkey . International Congress of Educational Research Association

. International Congress of Educational Research Association will be held in Antalya between April 29 - May 2, 2010.
For more information, go to http://eab2010.eab.org.tr/

Phnom Penh, Cambodia CamTESOL Conference

6" CamTESOL Conference on 27-28 February 2010. CamTESOL was established in February 2004 as a mechanism to
organise an annual conference on English Language Teaching (ELT) in Cambodia. For more information, go to
www.CamTESOL.org or e-mail wanna.net@idp.com

Dubai, UAE IATEFL Testing Evaluation & Assessment SIG Conference

Zayed University is hosting the IATEFL Testing Evaluation & Assessment SIG Conference on Establishing and Maintain-
ing Standards, February 11-12, 2010.

The speaker proposal form is available on the TEA SIG website at: http://tea.iatefl.org/

Harrogate, UK 44th IATEFL Annual International Conference and Exhibition

The44th IATEFL Annual International Conference and Exhibitiasll be in Harrogate 7thl1th April, in the Harrogate Interna-
tional Centre.

Dubai, UAE  CTELT

The 13th Annual Current Trends in English Language Tes
November 1820,2009. Thi s year6s theme is Teacher Devel opme pagel2n

Call for Papers:

TESOL Arabia

Submissions by November 15th, 2009
See the Call for Papers on Page 3.
For more information visit the TESOL Arabia website at: http://www.tesolarabia.org/conference/proposals/

Perspectives

Perspectives is an official refereed publication of TESOL Arabia inviting previously unpublished manuscripts that address
the diversified topics that make up our profession.

Deadlines

November 2009: September 30, 2009
January 2010: November 15, 2009
May 2010: March 30, 2010

(Continued on paget)
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Call For Papers & Conferences

Send your submissions to:

Melanie Gobert and Rebecca Woll Perspectives Co-Editors
Higher Colleges of Technology Abu Dhabi Men's College
PO Box 25035

Abu Dhabi, UAE

Email: perspectives@tesolarabia.org

Vocabulary Learning in the Language Classroom

This new title in the Sasbadi-MELTA ELT Series aims to offer both theoretical

and practical approaches to thinking about vocabulary learning. They are inviting contributors to submit relevant papers
in all aspects of vocabulary learning

and/or teaching.

Deadlines

November 2009: September 30, 2009

January 2010: November 15, 2009

May 2010: March 30, 2010

Questions on submission may be addressed to
Chau Meng Huat and Khairi Izwan Abdullah
Editors

Vocabulary Learning in the Language Classroom
Email: chaumenghuat@yahoo.co.uk

TESOL Arabia Al Ain Chapter

Letbdés share ideas, experience, and knowl edge.

I would like to invite you to give a presentation, lead a workshop, or run a discussion on a topic of your choice.
So! Hurry up! Send your abstract and/or summary and you bio data as soon as possible!

Take off is October 24, 2009.

| am looking forward to your proposals.

Best regards,

Mokhtar Trabelsi

Al Ain Representative

noorkha97@gmail.com

Deadline
October 24, 2009
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HOT POTATOS (HALBAKED SOFTWARE)

The Hot Potatoes sudrtecatiesd ab ys etth ewhUna tivteler osa
teachers to crhastea ienxtearcd steisveofWellbhry ekgpess
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for ms
interactive _
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For more information, please feel free to contact me via-gittik:sn my & orrmobile phon
05044332004.

Sadek M. Abu Suleimagenior English Teacher
RAK Institute of Nursing

The value of cartoons

Cartoons? What hare Thik sgn ol gt pamea aniamall
they got to offer anyone? Cartoons can make speach bubbles can help make
They're just for peaple it easy to express ideas clear and concise?
who don't want to read hig ideas in simple

very much! and accessible
/ WAYS,., %
| \ T e

—{ Oh. Um. Ck,

ol

wwwstripgenerator.com

T T ERT 1T



http://web.uvic.ca/hrd/hotpot/register.htm
http://eqc.bravehost.com/
mailto:latakia5@yahoo.com
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Being Personal

Contributed by Neil McBeath

Introduction

About ten years ago, | was doing a Master of Applied Linguistics course by distance learning from Ma

University in Australia. As one of my assignments, | wrote abouttomae tuition that | had undertaken with

quadriplegic Omani who was a loterm resident in a military hospital. We had discontinued the work bec

the man concerned had becometheMideai r man of t he Omani Di sabl ed
success, | mentioned him by name.

This was wrong. My assignment came back with t

mention an informantds name! o6 (Large red exclam

To this day | have never understood that injuncgc
name, and when | subsequently published an account of our work (McBeath 1999) the journal concerned

objection. | can only assume that my assessor was working from some undergraduate guide to academ
based on academic cultural cringe.

There are some subjects that have academic kudos, and those which do not. The physical sciences all

the beginning of the last century, English literature lacked it, and so English courses were stiffened up wit
lological element like Anglesaxon, Old Norse or Gothic. Today, that requirement has been dropped. E
Literature has kudos, but Media Studies are in a disputed positonepted at university level, yet sometim

regarded as a soft option.

Education, of course, has never been able to decide whether pedagogy is an art or a science, and so so
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ments have been deluded into believing that educationalists should be impersonal. This is felt to strengflen the

subjectds claim to scientific objectivity. The
ing other people, and it is very difficult for personal interaction to be either scientific or objective.

Materials Writing

This also holds true for materials writing. | would suggest that there are times when being personal is

r@abveonjwdte dhi g

tirely

appropriate; when it is likely to foster not only higher motivation, but when it will give materials a face validity

that they would otherwise lack. There are also times when being personal will give students a schema (C
Eisterhold 1983; 1988) with which they can identify, and this will make their learning considerably easier.

arrell and

Yet there are also times when being personal is an exercise in authoriadskgjénce, and this should be

avoided.

Motivation and Face Validity

In the first instance, this is the approach that | adopted when | was working at the School of English, T
Studies Institute at the King Abdulaziz Air Base of the Royal Saudi Air Force in Dammam. The RSAR

echnical
cadets

were working under intense pressure, but they were also deprived of sleep (McBeath 2008) and so it was almost

impossible to assume that, just because something had been taught, any of it had been learned.




[ OCTOBER 2009

OoThe mobi
phone was

also real and
completely
forbidden by
RSAF

regulations.

This was

therefore an

Inclass

Joke. o

Seen aroud Ras Al Khaimah

Page 7

Being Personal

(Continued from pages)

In the core text, the RSAF English Course, however, there were a series of rahitifzle exercises, ang
decided to adapt these for revision purposes. The adaptation process consisted simply of reversing
of the items (Number 20 became

Number 1; Number 19 became Number 2) and of the options (A became D;

S
B became C). | then changed the personal names to names of cadets in my class at that time, worl
basis that the cadets would pay more attention to materials that appeared (however superficially]
been created specially for them.

Thus an item like

Did Misfer ééé football | ast Monday?
a. play b. plays c. played d. playing
or
Shafi candt phone his brother because he ha

a. loses b. losing c. lost d. lose

|
the orde

ing on th
to have

referred to a real Misfer and a real Shafi, present in the class and known to all. In the case of Shafi, more-
over, the mobile phone was also real and completely forbidden by RSAF regulations. This was thefefore an

in-class joke. Nobody outside that group would have understood the reference.
Schema

So far as the schema approach is concerned, | developed this when | was working with personne
Sultan of Omandés Armour Brigade. In one <cl as
ments, but also a very young private soldier from 6 Squadron, SAF Transport. One day, an incident
involving another driver from the same unit, and so | produced a homework pack consisting of (a)

(a) a series of answers for which questions had to be written, and (@esat,Qetelling the events in the

original story.

The first paragraph of the story read as follews:

AfMasoud is a driver in 6 Squadron SAF tra
Shadéafa today. Today, Masoud is at the Ar med
come back, and he is not happy. o

The story then explained how Masoud had caught his thumb in the door of a truck, and how the
Centre at Shadafa had cleaned up the wound-ray.
It was a scenario with which the men in my class were familiar, although it might not have been ong

from the
s |
occurred
a story;

nspo
For

Medical
befo
of their

personal experiences. By developing the narrative, however, | provided a hook for some examination

washback, and also introduced some (very)lievel ESP material.

(Continued on pageB)
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Being Personal

(Continued from page7)

In my present position at Sultan Qaboos University, | have followed the same pattern while develoging sup-
pl ementary, Omani sed materials that wild.l run| par
demic Writingi Third edition.

In one instance | have given students a story that consists entirely of simple sentences, concerning fhe misac
ventures of a young man trying to get from his home village to Muscat, where he intends to visit @ friend.
The students must rewrite the story, using compound or complex sentences.

In another instance, | have developed an exercise about someone going to an Omani wedding. THe studen!
have to insert pronouns to create a coherent narrative.

In both these instances, the materials are based on my own experiences in Oman. | was the friend|being vis
i ted, and | was the guest at the wedding, bufjt th
my students, using their own cultural experiences. Neither exercise has caused them any great difficulty, but
| would be reluctant to use this approach to often. Even with the best will in the world, this appropch can
tempt the unwary into self indulgence.

oln both
these
Instances,

_ Self Indulgence
the materials

In 2006 | criticized the RoydaheAiSul Fanés Af m®Odia
are based on English Course for being self indulgent (McBeath 2006/2007). On that occasion | concentrated on|material
concerned with boxing (Target 2;%79) i nserted because the prijncip
my own British Army.
experiences This fact may be of great significance to the writer herself, but Kerr and Davidson (2006) cite Rog (2005)

who offers a list of international sporting events that take place in the Arab Gulf. Boxing does not fepture on
that list, and its absence should have been recognized as an important cultural signal.

I n Oman. 6

Worse, however, was to come. The SAF Target Level Two Workbook presents students with a map of the
area around Raleigh, North Carolina (P. 71). Students are required to read six sets of directions; follow the
map, and write in their destinations.

Maps of the USA could be relevant to SAF personnel. RAFO personnel involved inlth@i®eject have
been sent to the Lackland Air Force Base at San Antonio in Texas. RAFO Specialist Vehiskri®urip
personnel go to Oshkosh, Wisconsin for training on fire tenders. The Royal Army of Oman has sent person-
nel on Ordnance Quartermaster courses to Fort Lee in Virginia, and other ordnance personnel haye gone t
Savannah, lI'llinois for training with guided |[miss
courses to Fort Bragg in Georgia. The Royal Navy of Oman has paid courtesy visits to Baltimore, Maryland

and to Boston, Massachusetts.

No SAF personnel, however, have ever been sent to Raleigh, North Carolina. It is, indeed, a place| that they
would do well to avoid. Raleigh is the headquarters of Franklin Graham, a Christian evangelist ywho has
described Islam as fAa very evil and wicked rpligl

(Continued on page9)




[ OCTOBER 2009 ]

Being Personal

(Continued from pageB)

Page 9

So why did the compliers of SAF Target include this area, when they could have chosen anywhere in the entire

USA? Easy answerthe SAF Target illustrator came from North Carolina. His family has hog farms there.

Conclusions

Being personal is fine. Materials that refer directly to students, to their interests and/or to their culture ican both

inspire and motivate. They are also far more a
ing around young people having fun in the sun regardless of expense.

Materials which the students can authenticate

rpopriate to ot
oThes
Eae s o f1ne.

has used local incidents to explore economic and cultural changes in Oman. These materials can lead [to jgud 2 I
orfbriald aterials

into areas where they can both think in English and think about content. They are therefore entirely ag
for Content and Language Integrated Instruction (Balekioury and BerilgerDuzgun 2007/2008).

Materials whose primary aim is to leave a lasting imprint by the author, however, are not OK. At their

they can be both patronizing and delflulgent. They tell the studenitsi Thi s i s i mport an

ought to be i mportant to you.0 Materials writile
leave their egos at home.

-Neil McBeath
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Being Personal
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Education Links
The first six links are aimed at primary to secondary levels and the last two are for the tertiary level.
http://www.educationworld.com/a_sites/
http://www.indexuae.com/Top/Education/Teaching_Sites
http://www.teachingideas.co.uk/
http://www.primaryresources.co.uk/
http://abcteach.com/
http://teachers.teaetmology.com/
http://www.utc.arizona.edu/resources/thinkingseries/index.html

http://www.transitionsabroad.com/listings/work/teachingkl2university/bestwebsites.shtml

Funny Bone Moments



