
The RAK Chapter and the  Instructional Technology 

SIG invite  you to give a workshop or presentation at 

our next event on February 13, 2010.   

A great way to start the new year, this is your opportunity 

to share hints and ideas with your colleagues at all levels.  

Have you tried one of the free teaching tools mentioned 

by Monica Sturgess in this issue?  If so, give a workshop 

on it at the event.  Have you been trying out the latest in 

instructional technology?  Perhaps you have applied twit-

ter in your class?  Or maybe you have been using a wiki 

to enhance reading?  

 There is far more going on in IT in Education than any 

one person can stay on top of, and this is your chance to 

share what you are doing.  Please contact Will  Moore, 

TESOL Arabia IT SIG Chair at dreigo.will@gmail.com.  

Hope to see you presenting at or attending our next event 

in RAK! 

Anna Bailey 

M E S S A G E  F R O M  T H E  C H AP T E R  R E P R E S E N T A T I V E 

L E A R N I N G  T E C H N O L O G I ES  

Contributed by Monica Sturgess 

 

New websites that supply FREE ready-made teaching tools that can easily be in-

corporated into the classroom are cropping up on a daily basis. Lacking online re-

sources is usually never an issue, but locating them can be as difficult as trying to 

find a BIT in cyberspace! Here are some of my favourites that anyone, no matter 

their technical ability can master, use and facilitate as a classroom activity with a 

minimum of prep time. 
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RAK Watchtower  

C O N T A C T 

 I N F O R M A T I O N 

¶Chapter Representative: Anna 

Bailey  

abailey@hct.ac.ae 

 

¶Secretary:   Robin Manson  

rmanson@hct.ac.ae 

 

¶Treasurer:    Jeri Lang 

jlang@hct.ac.ae 

¶Newsletter Editor: Christine 

Jones  

cjones@hct.ac.ae 

Ras Al Khaimah Chapter 

Anna Bailey 

Ras Al Khaimah Representative 

mailto:dreigo.will@gmail.com?subject=IT%20SIG%20Event%20in%20RAK


At wix.com you can make 

professional looking flash 

websites by simply choos-

ing a design and dragging 

and dropping elements to 

create your own website. 

A nice upgrade from 

static websites Iôve used 

in the past when creating 

online personal portfolios. 

There are a few good websites that offer text analysis tools.  WordSift.com is 

one of the better ones Iôve come across. It was developed specifically for sup-

porting English language learners and offers a creative alternative when working 

with text and vocabulary.  

 

Cut and paste in a reading text (usually 1 to 3 

pages long, but it can handle up to 65k characters) 

and WordSift converts it into a Word Cloud that 

visually identifies the most important words in the 

reading. You then click on any of the words and it 

appears in a Visual Thesaurus window and identi-

fies YouTube videos that relate to that word.  

 

WordSift also shows all the sentences in the text 

that contain the chosen word. Iôve found this site 

useful for helping students to identify main ideas, 

understand words in context and to engage in a 

rich variety of discussions around language. 

 

Another site that can also be used to work with and analyze text is Word Mag-

nets, found on the triptico.co.uk website in the 04|Resources link. 

  

Word Magnets can be used as a way of deconstructing and constructing text by 

breaking it up into individual word ñmagnetsò that can be moved around on the 

screen. The ñmagnetsò can be resized, removed, words added, colour coded, 

grouped and sorted according to the activity objectives.  

 

Lower level students can use it to work on reconstructing the original assigned 

text. I usually have students work in pairs and take turns with one student read-

ing the paragraph while the other student listens and moves the word ñmagnetsò 
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back in order.  

 

More advanced students can copy and 

paste text and reconstruct sentences with-

out first knowing the original text. The 

words and sentences can also be grouped 

and sorted and new word ñmagnetsò 

added. 

 

Cartooning helps to develop studentsô creative skills and provides low stakes 

writing activities that they usually enjoy. As an example, I used ToonDoo.com to 

create the comic below.  

 

This cartoon maker has a wide range of backgrounds, characters and props to 

choose from, giving you more to work with to develop your story than other simi-

lar sites.   

MakeBeliefsComix.com is a little simpler to use than ToonDoo and has fewer 

choices when creating comic strips. However, this website has received recogni-

tion from Google, UNESCO and LitCam as providing an innovative tool that fos-

ters literacy and reading. 

 

Additionally, this website includes 21 ideas on how to use MakeBeliefsComix 

with students and a YouTube video on how it has helped in one New York class-

room in supporting English language learning. 

 

The final idea Iôd like to leave you with comes from Xtranormal.com. This text-

to-movie site allows you to create action movies simply using a drag and drop 

interface.  
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The new Beta version has just re-

cently been launched and it fea-

tures more 3D animation charac-

ters and greater ability to cue cam-

era angles and body movements. 

Included is a free download of 

STATE, a real-time movie-making 

software for Windows. 

 

Well, thatôs it for now! I hope I have brought you some interesting ideas to explore 

and try out in your own classroom. If you are already familiar with any of these 

websites, I would be interested in having you share your ideas with me on how 

these websites have worked with your own students. Iôm constantly on the watch 

for innovative ways to use new technologies in my lesson planning, especially this 

new generation of online programs that allow us to easily understand and incorpo-

rate into our current teaching and learning practices  
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As teachers we are often too busy teaching, marking, creating les-

sons and worrying about our students to spend much time study-

ing up on our craft. If you do find some time, here are some titles 

that are worth reading:  

A  F E W  G O O D  B O O K S 

http://www.tesl-ej.org/ej34/r6.pdf
http://www.amazon.com/Personalizing-Language-Learning-Cambridge-Handbooks/dp/0521633648
http://www-writing.berkeley.edu/tesl-ej/ej16/r12.html

