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We have a lot of participants from the RAK Chapter
who will be presenting at TESOL Arabia this year. |
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hope to see you there!
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PRESIDENT >3 || One of the essential things I learnt from this book is that the teacher acts as a
model of good reading habits and demonstrates by example that reading is a

CONTACT pleasurable activity that has many purposes, including recreation, increasing
knowledge and retrieving information. Another key principle is that the teacher
should facilitate the students' desire to read as much as possible by letting stu-

INFORMATION

E\iggpézfugfpresemaﬂve: dents choose material which is fairly easy to read. In other words each page has
abailey@hct.ac.ae a limited number of words unfamiliar to the student. This book gives ideas for
- activities to introduce extensive reading to students, and activities which connect
Robin Manson reading with other skills like enrichment of vocabulary, and improving oral, read-

rmanson@hct.ac.ae . . .
ing and writing skills.

}'fo:ﬂg” It is organized into activities under many categories, including raising awareness,
el introducing reading material, motivating and supporting reading, monitoring and
INewsletter Editor: (Continued on pagg)
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EXTENSIVE READING

(Continued from pagg)

evaluating reading, oral and written reading reports, and building vocabulary
skills. For example, there is a great activity for the first day of class to get to OReadi n
know students names by matching them with an interesting fact about their
reading experiences. In addition, in order to help students identify books they
might want to read there are activities to match blurbs with the title of books, as activity that
well as an activity to introduce genres by connecting each with the titles of sam-
ple books from the library.

pleasurable

has many

An example of an activity to motivate and support reading is a cooperative read- purposes,

ing activity. This is where students work in pairs and choose the same book to including
read, and help each other plan how much to read each day, understand the
main ideas and any difficult words. Moreover a suggested activity to monitor
reading is to have students maintain a reading notebook, in which they could increasing
record the book title, summary of the story and their personal reaction to it. Al-
ternatively, students could demonstrate that they have read a book by being
interviewed by the teacher, focusing on key questions. Lastly, a key process in retrieving
extended reading, is of course to evaluate student progress. This book offers
some worthwhile activities, for example measuring student reading speed pre-
and post-event in order to facilitate students to realize their reading progress, as
well as a speed answering game to encourage students to answer short ques-
tions on a reading passage.

recreation,

knowledge and

I nf or ma

To sum up, we owe it to our students to encourage them to read for their own
enrichment as much as possible, and this book does a great job to present a
myriad of activities that teachers can easily incorporate into their teaching reper-
toire. Itis a great resource book for supporting reading.

References

Julian Bamford & Richard R.Day, eds. Extensive Reading Activities for Teach-

ing Language. New York: Cambridge University Press, 2004.

Trying out a Google Doc




el

MARCH 2010

Page3

INSTRUCTIONAL TECHNIOOGY SIG EVENT IN RK

The RAK Chapter of TESOL Arabia hosted the Instructional Technology SIG
workshops on Saturday February 13"at Ras Al Khai mah M
IT SIG focus is on Instructional Technology techniques and the promotion of
best practices. This morning of workshops was titled Internet and Classroom
Based Instructional Technologies.

Attendees of the IT SIG event were welcomed by RAK Chapter Representative
Anna Bailey. Anna was pleased to invite everyone to partake of coffee and re-
freshments and announced the raffle of a new briefcase to one lucky participant,
which was later won by Mr. Khalid Qaitbey.

The concurrent workshops examined various
techniques being used by UAE teachers with
various forms of technology. Nathan Lomax
introduced several 2.0 tools that he has used
for collaborative learning projects successfully
{in his classes. These tools included a course

- "‘. A wiki, Googledocs, and epals.

The teachers who attended this useful workshop came away discussing how

excited they were and couldndét wai't
introduced his Never Get Lost reading pro-
gram to a mixed group of instructors. These
teachers learned a very useful technique in-
volving Power Pointods
ple voice recording with outstanding results.
Students are able to learn required eye track-
ing, ensure their correct placement in the text,
good reading practice, and pattern training.

(Continued on pag4)

endés Coll ege.

Instructional
Technology
techniques
and the
promotion of
best

practices.

at

T



el

™
I RAK REPORT
| =]

Page 4

IT SIG EVENT

(Continued from pag8)

In addition, teachers were given several ideas for student created materials in-
cluding oral practice and writing creations. A great deal of interest was gener-
ated in both sessions.

The second concurrent session continued
the examination of techniques used by
teachers. Rehab Regab introduced partici-
pants to the use of web-based resources in
the form of WebQuests for meaningful un-
derstanding and real-world projects. Stu-
dent involvement and collaborative learning
were again the focal point of the presenta-
tion. James Buckingham focused on im-
proving the effectiveness of PD sessions
with a move away from face to face sessions. PD Sessions using Web 2.0
technologies offer an inexpensive, effective way of moving part|C|pants from the
passive audience role to an involved and active,
even collaborative role. This particular session
promises to continue with additional information
appearing on several Web 2.0 mediums includ-
ing #pdRAK on twitter. This presentation can be
viewed at http://bit.ly/c1lpaju on slideshare. A
very timely presentation with the new TACON
website http://www.taconference.org/  just es-
tablished by TESOL Arabia.

Thanks to all of the participants it was a fantastic event and a successful dem-
onstration of the principals of Instructional Technology and Instructional Tech-
niques. We look forward to future events.

ol ntern
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them for the rest of their lives.

Most of us end up with no more than 5 or 6 people who re-

member us. Teachers have thousands of people who remenm

-Andy Roone;T

et

0gI

ber



TESOL Arabia RAK Chapter and
Learner Independence SIG
Learning for Learning:

A Morning of Workshops

CALL FOR PRESENTERS

10 April 2010
Ras Al Khai mah Menoés Col |l e

Name of presenter(s):

Institution:
Contact Numbers:
Email:

Title of Presentation/Workshop (45 minutes only):

Equipment required (all rooms equipped with whiteboard/markers/OHP/TV
Video and Computer connected projection system):

Bio-data (30 words):

Abstract (50 words):

DEADLINE FOR PROPOSALS i April 1, 2010
Return your form to:
Anna Bailey  anna.bailey@hct.ac.ae
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AUTONOMY & MOTIVATIA
Article by Darcy Harris
You can |l ead a horse to water, but you candt make
Why are libraries and self- access/
independent learning centers so important
in the learning process? Because they pro-
vide choice. Choice is vital to being a good
independent /autonomous learner. Choice
helps motivate. RAK Chapter
Events
Independent learning requires motivation.
In the learning process, you can give
someone the opportunity to do something, ~ :
but you cannot force them to do it if they oOf ferin g
do not want to. Motivation needs autonomy and autonomy suggests volition. learners
Volition allows the learner within an activity to make conscious choices and de-
cisions in order to organise their own experience and behaviour and to have choices does
that activity harmonise with their own sense of self (Deci and Ryan 2000 p.231).
not mean
According to Dornyei, there are three stages of motivation: Preactional, actional
and postactional. Autonomy is crucial to the actional stage of the process model Walking empty
of motivation (Dornyei 2001a). The actional stage is where a student commits to ]
an action, such as reading, and now focuses on accomplishing that goal. Librar- handed into a
ies and self-access centres provide a choice of materials and give students the
freedom to choose what, when and if they will study, which fosters intrinsic moti- classroom and
vation. .
asking students
What happens if you do not h.ave a library or self-access/ mdepenqlent learning what they want
centre? Can you offer choice in your own classroom? The answer is yes. When
you ask students to do a project, build choices into the project. When getting to do for the
students to do work in class, offer choices. For example, if students are doing
reading, offer a variety of articles or books and let the students choose which da V. o)
one to read. Have students bring in articles they would like to share with the
class. Set up work stations with different activities and allow students to move
from station to station at their own pace. Although autonomy is necessary for
motivation to be intrinsic (Deci and Ryan 2000 p.235), it is important to note that
being isolated from, not relying on or being independent of others is not being
autonomous (Mynard and Sorflaten 2002).
Autonomy is about having the freedom to be actively engaged in your own
learning, taking charge of your needs and goals by reflecting, making choices
and arriving at oneb6és own decisions wi tIQefreashmV(\e'r'ltslwler{angne
ently but in cooperation with others as a socially responsible person (Deci and )
Ryan 2000, Sinclair 2000, Dam 2000, Hedge 2000). provided.
(Continued on pagé)




