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MESSAGE FROM THE CHRATER REPRESENTATIVE

Ras Al Khaimah Chapter Far ewel 20 @@ 0 tld@aemic year! We hope it
has been a fulfilling and successful year for you and

your students. The RAK Chapter has had an exciting

MESSAGE
Anna Bailey

Ras Al Khaimah Representative

TECH VIEW 2 and active year. We have seen the return of members

who have been with us for many years, as well as new

LI SIG 4 members at events scheduled throughout the academic year. As this academic year
EVENT moves to a close, dondt forget to chec

chapter events (www.tesolarabia.org) .
EXTENDING |7

READING We would like to continue to encourage you in contributing your ideas, energy and

expertise to future events, or to the RAK Report, our newsletter. This newsletter is

SAA:;'&RFSO R L 2{l sent out to members and colleagues in RAK. It is filled with information and articles

designed to keep you up to date on issues and activities in the field. We are always
EDITOR 1 3|]looking for contributors from RAK, the UAE or abroad! It is available online on the TE-
COMMENTS SOL Arabia website http:// tesolarabia.org/chapters/rak.

CONTACT | would like to thank the presenters who came from afar to contribute their knowledge
and expertise to another successful RA
1 QApril at RKMC. We had a good turnout and they were happy with the quality of
the presentations on offer.

INFORMATION

fChapter Representa-

tive: Thank you Ali Al Maskari (Head, Academic Studies Section, ADNOC Technical Insti-
Anna Bailey tute), Azzeddine Bencherab (ADNOC Technical Institute), Jeff Knowling (Petroleum
abailey@hct.ac.ae Institute), Maryam Abdullah, Jonathan Hadley (School Improvement Programme, Al

Ain), Darcy Harris (UAEU), Virginia Robson (FJWC), Vance Stevens (Petroleum Insti-

fSecretary: tute), and James Buckingham (Zayed University, Abu Dhabi).

Robin M’gi"? Thanks to Natalie Konzen, Jerilyn Lang, Juliet Anderson and Christine Jones for help-
- 9C-2¢ ing out with registration and to Dale Matthew for IT assistance. We would also like to
thank Daniel Carroll for helping out with TESOL Publications.

{ifreasurer: As we say our fareweltilse tRAK hClsa mtcard ewd

Jeri Lang

G ct o oc t h20 0i2 0 1IRAK Chapter Committee for their contributions throughout the year.

Have a wonderful summer break.

INewsletter Editor: Anna Bailey
Christine Jones
cjones@hct.ac.ae
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Jane eygre

LEARNING TECHNOLOGI&:PREZI

Contributed by William Jones ooks like an

I would like to talk about a learning object that | have used in my classes with

great success. Itis called Prezi. Preziis a non linear presentation tool that is a
great alternative to PowerPoint. It is incredibly powerful, visually interesting and
most important exceptionally easy to use. presentation.

error but is part
of the

Unlike PowerPoint which is designed to be completely linear, Prezi is an open
ended canvas. There are no slides, there is no in-depth animation qualities. It is
literally a large blank canvas that you can design almost any way you want.
Prezi allows movement in a linear fashion (if you want it) or it allows users to be
completely independent and able to go wherever they want to.

Prezi uses the zoom feature to move around and to set up things. Take a look
at the exampie aBawmel e 1 EBnglishliwmaturalecyre a
introducing Jane Eyre.

he Full Stop

This is just a picture of the word Jane Eyre, right? Wrong.
This is the Prezi canvas. Jane Eyre is the largest thing on it,
but if you look at the picture you see some things which look

Why should we study Jane Eyre2

like errors, or just distractions. They are other parts of the
presentation.

Because Prezi uses zooms (in and out) to focus attention in
the presentation, we can zoom into the full stop at the end of
Jane Eyre. And we find this (see example to the right).

The presentation of Jane Eyre is non linear in the class, and

Romance




| R

PREZI

(Continued from pag@)

the students can then explore the canvas on their own to find information, to
uncover the different materi al s, or
linear presentation and puts it in a linear mode.

Prezi is extremely easy to use and easy to teach to your students. Here is a
small list of the things you can use it for in your classes.

Presentations instead of PowerPoint
Digital storyboarding/story telling
Note taking

Prewriting: Brainstorming, Topic organization, Outlining
Presenting Vocabulary

Concept maps

Flow Charts

Timelines

Diagramming sentences,

Cause and effect,

Venn Diagrams

=2 =4 =4 -4 -4 -4 -8 -—a -8 _—a _a A

Having students make a Prezi to explain :

1 Vocabulary

§ Critical understanding of reading concepts
1 Use it to motivate students

For more information check out

WWW.prezi.com

For example Prezi please check out

ht:tpprl eczoifm w2h | Ouymath-is-not-linear/

ht:tppl eczoiflmv s gdy/a ca d arnyewoir Kk fi ¥ dwinutes/

And my own at hctpd.wetpaint.com/page/prezi to see more examples or ideas.

Here is a list of possible ways to use (or have your students use) Prezi in class.

t
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http://prezi.com/aww2hjfyil0u/math-is-not-linear/
http://prezi.com/zvsqdyisrcgt/academy-prezi-workflow-in-15-minutes/
hctpd.wetpaint.com/page/prezi
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LEARNER

INDEPENDENCE SIG EVENT IN RAK

On A} thiRds Al Khaimah was once again flooded with the winds of revitali-
zation as the RAK Chapter hosted a joint event with the Learner Independence
SIG - Learning for Learning: A Morning of Workshops. Participants were
pleased to see many of our favorite presenters as well as a few fresh faces as
presentations reigned throughout the morning.

The event opened with registration, refreshments and networking. The TESOL

Publications booth did some brisk business prior to the concurrent events and it
was very pleasant to see participants sharing a word with presenters prior to the
workshops.

The session began with three very different workshops. Virginia Robson intro-
duced her Reader Response Journals and described several different ap-
proaches that work at every level. She demonstrated her successful use of
these tools and discussed with participants the different methods she has used.
Concurrently, Ali Al Maskari gave a very popular presentation entitled Learning
Culture that Embraces St ud &hswalatteiideda r
event discussed many aspects of effecting cultural and pedagogical change in
order to improve studentsd6 | earning
Audacity Software Use by Teachers and Students . Participants were
pleased to walk away with a better understanding of how they could use the
software in their classes.

The second round of workshops also spanned a vast body of information. In his
presentation, Does It Talk, Phil Cozens introduced several easy-to-create
online activities that teachers were really excited about. In her presentation,
Promoting Learner Autonomy through Project Work , Azzeddine Bencherab
described how a project entitled @Af
mented in the department of English to promote a collection of African Proverbs.
Several participants were discussing this presentation long after they left. Fi-
nally, Darcy Harris gave a very interactive workshop entitled Whose Responsi-
bility is Learning? . Darcy demonstrated how teachers can inspire, or perhaps
(Continued on pagB)
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LEARNER INDEPENDENCE SIG EVENT

(Continued from pag4)

re-inspire students to self motivate. The idiom she used during her workshop
fiYou can | ead a horse to water, but
tion for her approach. Every participant in this valuable presentation walked
away with a feeling of revitalization and a desire to return to the classroom to
use her suggestions.

The final round of wor ks hop Bostbriaggirader w
pendent Learning through Projects and Activities . Her learning projects,
which included several different approaches including poster projects, were fan-
tastic. She focused on the key elements necessary in designing student-
centered projects and activities that promote learner independence. Jonathan
Hadl ey 6 s fwotr&s haolpl About Youodo: Acti vi
provided some examples of activities for improving speaking and reading skills
as well as vocabulary acquisition, in which the learner takes charge of the learn-
ing situation. Participants walked away well stocked with activities ideas and
discussing what they had learned. Finally Phil Cozens, Jim Buckingham, and
Vance Stevens held the revolutionary workshop Thinking Small: Realizing
Ongoing Professional Development through Grassroots Social Network-

ing in the UAE . This presentation was simulcast in Abu Dhabi and Ras Al
Khaimah with participants from local schools mingling via the internet with par-
ticipants from Abu Dhabi schools. This webcast and streamed presentation al-
lowed for multiple discussions that moved from the realm of ongoing profes-
sional development into social networking within course settings.

Thanks to all of the participants it was a fantastic event and a successful dem-
onstration of the principals of Learner Independence. We look forward to future
events.
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sional Development
RAK Chapter

Education is a social process. Education is growth
tion is, not a preparation for life; education is life

-John Dewegy
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IT SIG IS LOOKING F® VOLUNTEERS

TESOL Arabia is looking for new Leaders for its IT (Instructional Technology
SIG) from September.

Over the last few years the IT SIG has organised events around the UAE con-
sisting of an eclectic mix of hands-on workshops and demos catering to all lev-
els of tec interest, expertise and use, presented by both the SIG Leaders and
local enthusiasts.

We would like this kind of event to continue, but the new Leadership Team is
free to add to this vision, expand activities, develop new goals and create a new
identity - and even a new SIG name (Ed Tech? Learning Technologies? Or?!!l)
Perhaps some col |l,mbgpbat moee 2uw,ifdedialistVe b
training sessions, virtual PD sessions, creating online courses; experimenting
with materials design, or ...
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An active day for reg-
istration for the LI
SIG Event in RAK

"Pre Summertime Blues” @ 2009 Sean McLean Underwhelmedcomic.com

ITSIG is one of TESOL Arabia's biggest SIGs, which hopefully means a great
bank of presenters for events, a wealth and depth of knowledge, support for ini-
tiatives and guaranteed participatio
ot al
The Te am3hpeapld: st Leader/Spokesperson, a Treasurer and ....
(Events Organiser; Webmaster; Trainer; Ed Tec Specialist ....) mbers need
Not all Team members need to be 'tec wizards', so if you are interested in sup- be Ot
porting this SIG, have a few hours to spare during the year, have an interest in L
all things tec and a spirit of volunteerism, please get in touch. zar dso
Please send enquiries to Heather Baba (SIG Coordinator),
hmbaba@yahoo.co.uk. Please include some info about your tec interests, your
envisaged role or contribution in ITSIG and some ideas for ITSIG goals and ac-
tivities.
UNDERWHELMED 5/27/09
ONLY 2 MORE OMLY 2 MORE ONLY 2 MORE
WEEKS OF SCHOOL, WEEKS OF SCHOOL, WEEKS OF SCHOOL,
THEN "M FREE THEN M FREE

THEN I'M FREE

ecC
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EXTENDING READING; HEORY INTO PRACTICE

Article by Neil Mcbeath
This paper is the ryeestulmutoufa ltlhyrce ae i and
at 1 & eternational TESOL Arabia Conference in Dubai.
Firstly, | attended George Murdochos
Reading. o
Secondly, | attended the inaugural m
came away with a copy of the SI Go6s f

Thirdly, | was given some graded readers from Black Cat Publications to review.

After which, | began to think about what we are trying to do when we teach
reading.

The first thing that should be admitted is that teachers in general, and English
teachers or EFL teachers in particular, have a vested interest in the teaching of
reading, but that they are also a highly unrepresentative sample group. Teach-
ers, by and large, buy, read and keep books. At the Sultan Qaboos University,
the Language centre has a small teac
for members of staff to leave books so that other teachers can help themselves.
Several people, myself included, have made disparaging comments about the
guality of some of the books found on the shelves, but that is really to miss the
point. The books in that room have been discarded. They are no longer re-
guired. The books that teachers actually value never appear there.

| would suggest, therefore, that EFL teachers are unlikely to be swayed by dust
jacket publicity that deslBestdelsl ar a.h
they likely to purchase most of their books at airports or in supermarkets.
Teachers buy their books throughout the year, but in Britain most people do not.
Some buy in the run up to Christmas, but many only buy one book a yeari a
book for the beach i an artifact picked up at an airport, that can be discarded
should some more attractive souvenir require baggage space at the end of the
vacation.

Teachers, moreover, have a sophisticated approach to text. That is why most of
them can understand the process empl
tion f or .Ana(dd Qb8 8)ffers an interesting analysis of a

ATerrorismd story from the British D
own students Atrying to make me beli
guestion when they rea(Plly3)3knoiwsnat ha

I't is also a point t(@8&1<upgestianthatmang t o
teachers are dissatisfied with approaches adopted in the teaching of intensive
eadbngdents are taugBhi-BHenE@E8 st usate
tdpwno apiutoth@BBr ell9gtbr to reverse
botum@ar 4996 hey are introduc ¢éduntnomes
9 §, but in the final analysis, intensive reading still involves students trying to
ownl oad a writerds message, and the
about something that does not interest them.
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